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FOR THE SECRETARY AND ASST SECY SISCO

SUBJECT: SHAH'S CONCERN RE POSSIBLE US WITHDRAWAL
FROM BAHRAIN

1. COURT MINISTER ALAM ASKED ME TO CALL URGENTLY THIS
MORNING (JAN 13) TO CONVEY IMPORTANT MESSAGE RE BAHRAIN
WHICH SHAH WISHED PASSED TO PRESIDENT AND SECRETARY.
MESSAGE IS TO EFFECT THAT EVEN THOUGH US UNDER FIRE
FROM RADICAL ARABS AND THEIR COMMUNIST SUPPORTERS FOR
MAINTAINING ITS PORT FACILITIES IN BAHRAIN, IF US STICKS
FIRMLY TO ITS POSITION AND REMAINS THERE, IT WILL BE A
BLESSING "FOR YOU AS WELL AS FOR US." HOWEVER, IF US
SHOULD EVER CONTEMPLATE WITHDRAWING FROM BAHRAIN EITHER
(A) BECAUSE BAHRAIN ASKS US TO GO OR (B) BECAUSE OF
PRESSURES FOR US WITHDRAWAL FROM RADICAL ARABS AND
POSSIBLY EGYPT ENCOURAGED BY SOVIET UNION, SHAH ASKS THAT
WE LET HIM KNOW BEFORE WE ANNOUNCE ANY WITHDRAWAL DECISION
SO THAT HE CAN LEAD CAMPAIGN FOR OUR WITHDRAWAL RATHER THAN
LET IT BE PORTRAYED AS A RESULT OF PRESSURE FROM RADICAL
ARABS AND SOVIETS. THIS WOULD ENABLE SHAH "TO SHOUT LOUDER
AND LONGER" AGAINST ANY SOVIET EFFORTS TO SUBSEQUENTLY OBTAIN
ADDITIONAL NAVAL FACILITIES ON ARAB SIDE OF GULF.

2. I SAID TO ALAM THAT I WOULD OF COURSE CONVEY ABOVE
MESSAGE BUT I KNEW PRESIDENT HAD WEIGHED VERY CAREFULLY
DECISION FOR MIDEASTFOR TO REMAIN IN BAHRAIN AND I DID NOT
THINK SHAH HAD CAUSE TO WORRY ABOUT A WITHDRAWAL BECAUSE OF
CLAMOR OF RADICAL ARAB STATES AND OTHERS FOLLOWING UNFORTUNATE
MANNER IN WHICH CONTINUATION OF MIDEASTFOR IN BAHRAIN HAD
BEEN PRESENTED IN AMERICAN AND CERTAIN FOREIGN PRESS. ALAM
REPLIED THAT HE HOPED OUR INTENTION TO STAY IN BAHRAIN WAS

FIRM BUT SHAH WAS BASICALLY CONCERNED LEST (A) BAHRAIN
RULER ASKS US TO LEAVE AS RESULT OF RADICAL ARAB PRESSURE

OR (B) WE GIVE IN TO PRESSURE FROM RADICAL ARABS AND POSSIBLY
EGYPT (IF WE DELIVER MORE PHANTOMS TO ISRAEL) AND OTHER MORE



MODERATE ARAB STATES. IN EITHER CASE ARAB STATES DEMANDING OUR
WITHDRAWAL AND SOVIETS WHO WERE BEHIND THEM SPURRING THEM
ON WOULD ALONE GET CREDIT FOR FORCING US OUT AND THIS WOULD HAVE
UNFORTUNATE IF NOT DANGEROUS REPERCUSSIONS IN THIS STRATEGICALLY
IMPORTANT AREA.

3. COMMENT: ABOVE MESSAGE IS STILL ANOTHER INDICATION OF
SHAH'S DEEP CONCERN RE (A) INCREASING SOVIET ADVANCES,
INFLUENCE AND PRESSURES IN SOUTH ASIAN-MID-EAST AREA AND
(B) OUR CONSTANCY AND WILL TO COOPERATE WITH IRAN AND OTHER
MODERATE STATES TO PREVENT FURTHER SOVIET ADVANCES IN
MID-EAST AND SOUTH ASIAN AREA.

ANOTHER VERY RECENT EXAMPLE OF THIS CONCERN IS THAT SHAH
YESTERDAY DECIDED TO TRY TO SPEED UP DELIVERIES FROM FY-74
TO LATE FY-72 AND FY73 OF ONE SQDN OF F-4-E AND ONE SQDN

OF F-5-E AIRCRAFT BECAUSE OF UNCERTAINTIES OF WHAT FUTURE
HOLDS AND RECENT SOVIET ACTION IN DELIVERING 25 ADDITIONAL
MIG-21 AIRCRAFT TO IRAQ.

4. MY OWN STRONGLY HELD VIEW CONTINUES TO BE THAT ONLY
DIRECT TALKS BETWEEN PRESIDENT AND SHAH CAN ALLAY SHAH'S
OBVIOUSLY GROWING CONCERN OM DOUBTS AS TO OUR STEADFASTNESS
VIS-A-VIS IRAN AND THIS PART OF WORLD. GP-3.
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